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‘ SECTION A
The Reading Experience

A2 Keep a log

In this masterclass you will learn how to:
® keep track of the plot
® remember the characters

® use a log to get you thinking

Keeping track of the plot

Some people like to keep a note at the end of each chapter.
But there's a quicker way to do it, which is also easier to
remember. Use a flow chart like this:

The first chapter of Pigeon Summer by Ann Turnbull:

Last lesson of the day

!

Mary and Olive walk home

!

Mary goes into pigeon loft

Lennie comes to see the new chick

!

Bread and butter tea
All about the pigeons
Dad returns; still no work

Mary tells Dad about the chick

Dad decides to move north to look
for work in the pits
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A flow chart is good if one event follows another.
But what if ...

® there are two plots which run alongside each other in the
book, and come together at the end?

@ the book jumps about from person to person and shows
the story from different points of view?

® there are flashbacks, so the time order is all mixed up?

Activity

@ Suggest how you might adapt your flow chart in each
case.

Adding notes

You can use your flow chart to add notes like this:

o Lastlesson of the day
O
O !
Mary and Olive walk home o O

!

Mary goes into pigeon loft

They are best
friends

Mary is quite

clever

Lennie comes to see the new chick They are poor

l ®

Bread and buttertea o O

!

All about the pigeons o

O Q Dad and Mary

Mary is Dad’s share an interest
favourite Dad returns; still no work
O
O ! O
O o Mary tells Dad about the chick O

Times are hard
Dad decides to move north to look

for work in the pits
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Remembering the characters

Here is a simple way to remember characters. Draw a big
circle the size of a CD, then add the character in a small circle
in the centre. Divide the ring into three parts and label them:

@ Facts - all the factual information you collect, such as
where they live, or how old they are

® Character — your impressions of their personality and their
character

@ Role - their role in the story

Popular

Frienc”y

Roman Catholic Close to her father

Attends school

Family is poor

2sisters, 1 brother

The ‘T’ of the novel

The main character

ROLE

At the end of each chapter, add on new things you learn.
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Remembering who's who

If you are reading a novel with lots of characters, it can help
to keep a map of how they are connected.

Here is the family in Pigeon Summer:

THE DYER FAMILY
| |
I A TT
Aunfy Elsie Dad Mum
(Dad’s sister) (Tom) (Lina)

|
| | | |
Phyl ary Lennie Doreen

(older sister) (younger brother) (baby)

Here are the pigeons in the first two chapters of
Pigeon Summer:

Lenin v/= Theoldest  Lavender Queenie and
Dlrpund, 3
% bird and her eqgg her eqqg
-

The squeaker chick
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Using a log to start you thinking

A log is useful if you are stuck for ideas and things to say.
It helps you to respond to what you read.

Here's what you do.
Keep a pen and paper handy as you read.
As you read, try to notice what you think and feel.

Stop every page or so and jot down questions, ideas, images
and impressions that pop into your mind. Writing them down
helps you to pin them down and work on them. It also makes
you have more ideas!

4 N

Chapter 2

Mum is tense, worried.

They are very short of money.

Mum blames the unions.

Mum favours Phyl, but is always cross
with Mary. Why?

A big dreamy lump’ — people dont
like Mary as much as her sister.
‘Dad looked irritated’ — Then there’s
an argument — Dad is moving

away — maybe ﬂwey'” divorce?
1926 = General Strike? (check)

You need to find your own style.
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Test it

Find a new novel or story you have not read before, and read
the first chapter or section. As you read, keep track of the
plot, keep a note about one or more of the characters, and a
log of your thoughts and feelings.

What you get marks for

For a neat flow chart that is less than half a page long and

captures the main events 3 marks
For filling in 3 sections of a character map 3 marks
4 marks for a 4, page log that records both thoughts and

feelings (and not a summary of the plot) 4 marks
Total 10 marks




